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 Northern Periphery Programme 2007 -2013 

◦ Interreg IVB, European Regional Development Fund 

 

 Part of the European Commission’s Territorial 

Cooperation Objective 

◦ Aims to help peripheral and remote communities  

develop their economic, social and environmental  

potential through transnational cooperation  

 

 

 



 NPP Thematic Priority 2 - Sustainable development of 

natural and community resources 

 Objective 1 - Environment as an asset in the periphery  

◦ Identify and promote products and services to improve 

energy efficiency in existing domestic buildings 

◦ Focused on renewable or recycled materials and 

services 

◦ Should originate from and be accessible in the NPP 

region 



Uses Transnational Triple Helix approach to: 

Explore challenges and opportunities that adopting 
sustainable building techniques offer 

Identify “best practice”  

Employ pilot projects to demonstrate the viability and 
benefits of the techniques 

Evaluate transferability of “best practice” 

Develop dissemination and training modules 





Identified best practice summary: 

 Indigenous firms 

 Products manufactured or processed locally 

 Highly recyclable or biodegradable materials 

 Use locally sourced materials 

 Demonstrate significant level of enterprise, and 

 Possess the potential for future expansion 



 Knowledge transfer 

• Organisational and business skills 

• Traditional craft and trade skills dispersal 

 Technical issues 

• Planning and building regulations, standards 

• Lack of accreditation; SME support 

 Logistics 

• Local materials supply market 

• Long supply chains 

• High cost of transport 



 Knowledge transfer 

• Regional knowledge exchange hubs, certifiable 

educational programmes 

 Policy Changes 

• Emphasise sustainability in conjunction with 

energy efficiency 

• Tax or Rate Relief 

 Locally Sourced Materials 

• Develop supply of locally sourced materials 



 Oaklee Housing Association, Carnlough, N. Ireland 

• Natural Insulations partly funded by DECC 

renewable House programme 



Full Case Study details in Low Impact Building book 
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 Over a three year period, the NEES Project will identify and promote 

products and services which aim to improve energy efficiency in existing 

domestic buildings, which make use primarily of renewable or recycled 

materials and services based on natural processes, which originate and 

are normally accessible in the Northern Periphery Programme region. 

 These products and services should have the potential for being 

mainstreamed and commercially disseminated inside and outside the 

region The NEES Project differs from other previous NPP projects dealing 

with sustainable energy in that it is focused on energy efficiency rather 

than the development of renewable energy supplies. 

 Building energy efficiency with natural materials will ensures a cleaner 

environment and helps create rural jobs.  

 http://neesonline.org 

 


